
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

8 September, 2010 – 1 October, 2010

Item 1: Children’s Play Area – Open discussion on the future plans: A recent safety inspection 
was undertaken by an external company and this identified a small number of non-urgent jobs 
required.  It has been agreed that volunteers will look to complete these during the half-term week 
late October. 

Additionally there have been a few people highlighting the lack of range of equipment available to 
children as well as the age of the present items. Ellie Jones and Sarah Robson have offered their 
services to assist with fund raising to purchase additional equipment. The purpose of this open 
discussion is to determine what work and changes are required and what equipment should we look 
to add to the play area. Also there will be an opportunity for people to volunteer their time to assist 
with the raising of funds.

Item 4a: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: I spoke to Mr Carroll of 
Cuthbertsons solicitors on 30 September. There are a couple of small queries he has regarding the 
Willow Green conveyance and he has written to Aimbaron’s solicitors about these. I will update Liz 
Humphries of Aimbaron Ltd so she can ensure the solicitors respond quickly. Otherwise I am advised 
the matter is progressing smoothly.

Mr Carroll is waiting to hearing from Mr Corbett’s solicitors regarding the conveyance for the footpath 
to Otterburn Mill. I have spoken to Mr Corbett who has instructed his solicitors to progress without the 
fee undertaking and he will contact them again to ensure the paperwork is be sent on.

Item 4b: Mouldshaugh Developments: I spoke to Peter Hellmann (Site Manager) in early 
September regarding the plans for the footpath between Willow Green and Brierley Gardens. He 
advised me that the bank were in discussion with the company about the possibility of putting the 
development into ‘land banking’.  If this were to happen I am advised this would mean effectively 
putting everything ‘on ice’ until house prices began to improve.  

I spoke to Mr Hellmann again today and he advises me that no decision has yet been made by the 
bank however he is unable to progress any work. Meantime he tells me he is removing equipment 
from the site in anticipation of the ‘land banking’ and that this would include the footpath plans.

Item 4c: Otterburn Hall – Footpaths update: I spoke to John McErlane (Definitive Map Officer for 
NCC) today as 1 October is the last day for any objection to be made in respect of the Modification 
Order. Whilst it was still possible an objection would be received, apart from an email at the beginning 
of the process, there has been no other contact from the landowners. John advises me he will update 
me on 4 October.

Item 4d: Otterburn Hall licence: I attended the Licence Committee hearing in Hexham on 24 
September representing the residents of Otterburn who had raised concerns of the level of noise from 
events in the marquee at the Hall. Mrs Hall attended having also submitted an objection to the varied 
licence application.  After presentations and discussion the Committee agreed to the application 
subject to conditions being met. These conditions included noise level to meet appropriate level, a 
maximum of 12 events a year that has live music. Alcohol purchased at Otterburn Hall must be 
consumed on the grounds.  These conditions need to be in place by 24 December 2010.  

Item 4e: Notice board at Willow Green junction: I am sorry to report that one of the glass windows 
has been broken again (the stone thrown is still lodged in the notice board).  Arrangements have 
been made to replace the glass with acrylic sheet in the near future.

Item 5b: Budget 2010 – 11. Spend and forecast: I will provide details of the budget spend so far 
this financial year as well as a forecast for the remaining months. You will be asked to consider 
appropriate spend and agree the figures.

Item 5c: Donation request from St John’s Church: You will be asked to consider a request for a 
donation to St John’s Church towards the grass cutting costs and clock maintenance.

Item 5d: Invoice received from Otterburn Memorial Hall: You will be asked to approve the 
payment of an invoice for £27.00. This is for room hire for the months of July, September and 
October 2010.
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Item 5e: Northumberland Count y Council funding: You be asked to consider what possible 
funding we may wish to apply for from NCC. 

Item 7a: Harbottle and Bellingham Doctors surgeries in Otterburn: I have been approached by 
Harbottle surgery advising they will shortly be distributing a leaflet advising the residents of Otterburn 
of the service they provide in the village at the Memorial Hall. I have received details from them with 
request to put these on our Parish Council website. Aware Bellingham surgery also provides a similar 
service in Otterburn I have contacted them and asked whether they would also like me to put 
something on the website.

Item 7b: Elderberry Cottages name plate: I have received a letter from a parishioner advising that 
the sign for Elderberry Cottages is inappropriately placed at the end of the road. I have raised the 
matter with NCC requesting that it is moved to the top of the road and was advised today that the 
inspector is due to consider the request next week. 

Item 7c: Individual Map Reference Cards: I have received an email from Lesley Allen (North Tyne 
& Redesdale Community Partnership) advising the cards are ready for manufacture and asking me to 
check the details of a few isolated properties within the parish.

Item 7e: Shoe recycling initiative: You will be asked to consider the instalment of a shoe bank 
behind the Memorial Hall. I have been approached by European Recycling Company Ltd about an 
initiative that they have been working with NCC for six years. They are seeking permission to install a 
2ft6in square by 4ft6in tall shoe bank. They will maintain and have relevant insurance for the bank. 
They will take footwear of any condition. By doing this Otterburn will be supporting The Variety Club 
in their work helping sick, disabled and disadvantaged children and providing footwear for people in 
under privileged countries.     

Martin Chilvers 1 October, 2010
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